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the gregarious instinct than the mere aimless aggre-
gations of the streets, because all their members are
simultaneously concerned with the same objects, all
are moved by the same emotions, all shout and^ applaud
together. It would be absurd to suppose that it is merely
the individuals' interest in the game that brings these
huge crowds together What proportion of the ten
thousand witnesses of a football match would stand for
an hour or more in the wind and rain, if each man were
isolated from the rest of the crowd and saw only the
players ?

Even cultured minds are not immune to the fascina-
tion of the herd. Who has not felt it as he has stood at
the Mansion House crossing or walked down Cheapside ?
How few prefer at nightfall the lonely Thames Embank-
ment, full of mysterious poetry as the barges sweep slowly
onward with the flood-tide, to the garish crowded Strand
a hundred yards away! We cultivated persons usually
say to ourselves, when we yield to this fascination, that
we are taking an intelligent interest in the life of the
people But such intellectual interest plays but a small
part, and beneath works the powerful impulse of this
ancient instinct.

The possession of this instinct, even in great strength,
does not necessarily imply sociability of temperament.
Many a man leads in London a most solitary, unsociable
life, who yet would find it hard to live far away from
the thronged city. Such men are like Mr. Galton's
oxen, unsociable but gregarious; and they illustrate the
fact that sociability, although it has the gregarious instinct
at its foundation, is a more complex, more highly developed,
tendency. As an element of this more complex tendency
to sociability, the instinct largely determines the forms
of the recreations of even the cultured classes, and is the
root of no small part of the pleasure we find in attendance
at the theatre, at concerts, lectures, and all such enter-
tainments. How much more satisfying is a good play
if one sits in a well-filled theatre than if half the seats are
empty; especially if the house is unanimous and loud
in the expression of its feelings! But this instinct has